The numbers in your assignment feedback indicate a formatting error that corresponds to the numbers below. (Note that this is a list of common errors. It is not exhaustive, so don’t just use this as a format guide; use the APA Publication Manual instead) 

In-text Grammatical & Style Errors

1. Inconsistency of pronouns within sentences, e.g., “The participant is likely to show response bias in their questionnaire”; instead of “The participants are likely to show response biases…” or “The participant is likely to show bias in his/her questionnaire response pattern”.

2. Anthropomorphism, i.e., attributing human qualities or abilities to non-human entities (see APA Manual, pp. 38-39), e.g., Instead of “The study proved…”; or “This research demonstrated…”, state: “The researchers demonstrated…”; or “A definite preference for power therapies was evident in the findings”.

3. Seriation errors – See APA Manual (subsection 3.33 on pp. 115-117).

4. Inappropriate use of italics – APA Style now eschews use of italics other than for a very circumscribed set of purposes (i.e., not merely for emphasis or clarity), see pp. 100-103.

5. Inaccurate headings – See pp. 114-115 in APA Manual for use of 3 levels of heading (the most commonly prescribed number for most literature reviews & journal articles).

6. Inappropriate use of punctuation – See the following pages in the APA Manual for the appropriate punctuation marks: Comma (pp. 78-80); Semicolon (p. 80); Colon (pp. 80-81); Dash (pp. 81-82); Quotation Marks (pp. 82-83); Parentheses (pp. 84-85); Brackets (pp. 86-87); Slash (pp. 87-88); Hyphenation (pp. 89-94); Period (p. 78) Only one space follows the ends of sentences. The easiest way to correct for this is to use the find and replace function of your word-processor to replace all “.  “ (period and 2 blank spaces) with “. “ (period and one blank space).
7. Quotations mishandled – See APA Manual pp. 117-122.

8. Convoluted or confusing grammar – See APA Manual pp. 40-60.

9. Unnecessarily citing the same author(s) in the same paragraph – See APA Manual p. 208.

10. Problems with in-text citations of works by multiple authors – Always cite both authors if there are 2.  If there are 3, 4 or 5 authors, cite them all the first time you cite the reference, and thereafter cite the first author, followed by “et al.” (not italicized, and with a period after “al”).  If there are 6 or more authors, cite only the first author followed by “et al.” on the first and subsequent citations. See APA Manual pp. 208-209.
11. Problems with numbers or statistical notation – See APA Manual pp. 136-147. Attend to the appropriate use of Greek versus italicized Latin letters in symbols (e.g., R2; Φ2); spacing in mathematical copy (correct: a + b = -2; incorrect: a+b =-2); and degrees of freedom in t-tests and F-statistics (e.g., F(1, 233) = . . .)
12. Problems with the format of tables and figures Tables present new material, not repeating what is in the text. Vertical lines must be removed from all tables. Numbers should be aligned according to the decimal point. Table titles are presented above the table, while figure titles and captions are presented below the figure. It is strongly recommended that you use the table checklist (pp. 175-176) and the figure checklist (p. 201) when creating your tables and figures – See APA Manual pp. 147-201.
13. Format for in-text citing of material from the Bible, and other Classic Works  – See APA Manual p. 213.
14. Format for in-text citing of personal communications  – See APA Manual p. 214. Note that the exact date is required. Also, be aware that personal communications should be omitted from the reference list.

15. Problems with multiple works within the same parentheses – See APA manual p. 212.
Reference List & Citation Errors

16. Problems with the format for listing authors in the reference list Note that author initials are always punctuated with periods, and commas are required for all except the final author (including one right before the ampersand) – See APA Manual pp. 224-225.
17. Problems with reference list citations of works by multiple authors – Authors should be listed in the following format: Surname, I. N., Dude, T. H. E., & Assistant, A. (2000). For the first six authors. The seventh and subsequent authors are listed as “et al.” Also, note the proper punctuation of et al. and authors initials. See APA Manual p. 240.
18. Problems with publication dates Year only, unless citing material from conference meetings, newspapers etc, and proper citation of in press/undated materials – See APA Manual pp. 225-226.
19. Problems with journal title or volume citation Journal article (but not books) use the following format: Saywitz, K. J., Mannarino, A. P., Berliner, L., & Cohen, J. A. (2000).  Treatment for sexually abused children and adolescents.  American Psychologist, 55, 1040-1049.  The journal and issue number are italicized, but the article and the page numbers are not italicized. Issue numbers are omitted, unless every issue within a single volume begins with a 1 (this hardly ever happens in psych journals) – See APA Manual pp. 226-227 and 239-246.

20. Problems with citation of editors of book chapters – see APA manual pp. 229-230 and 252-253. Please note that the capitalization of the “Ed.” for editor, and the fact that the initials precede the surname.

21. Problems with citation of second or subsequent editions of a book – the edition number should be included in parentheses following the title, immediately before any page numbers that need to be cited: Mitchell, T. R., & Larson, J. R., Jr. (1987). People in organizations: An introduction to organizational behavior (3rd ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill. Note that the "ed.” for edition is not capitalized. Also note that the letters after the edition number should not be superscripted (in MSWord, go to the format>font menu, and unclick the superscripting box).

22. Problems with publisher information of books/book chapters Note that there are different formats for American vs. other countries, and for major cities vs. other cities. If two or more locations are given in the book, use the first location. Superfluous information (Publishers, Co., Inc.) should be omitted. Details are provided in APA manual pp. 230-231and 217-218.

23. Problems with citing material retrieved from the internet – See APA Manual, pp. 231, 268-281. Pay particular attention to p. 271, where it explains that electronic versions of printed articles (e.g., articled that you downloaded from PsychINFO) do not require retrieval date/source, but instead should simply be cited as the “[Electronic version].”
24. Reference cited in text missing in reference list  See p. 247 in APA Manual for citing & referencing secondary sources – note that you reference the source that the material was cited in, not the original author of the material.
25. Reference author in citation differs from author in reference list, e.g., “World Health Organization (2004)” in text, but “WHO (2004)” in Reference List.
26. APA – DSM reference citation inaccuracies – See APA Manual, p. 250.
27. Conference presentation, symposium, etc. citation inaccuracies  – See APA Manual, pp. 259-260.

28. Dissertation or thesis citation inaccuracies – See APA Manual, pp. 260-261.
